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BUSINESS PULSE SURVEY:

Casino ship arrested in Tampa
Tampa Bay Business Jourmnal - 4:50 Pﬁ;JI EDT Friday by Lary Halstrad . .
Pians to operate another casing ship in international waters off Pinellas County appear to have
crapped out, L : : :

11.8. federal marshals armstedjthe ship, Casino Royale, Friday afterncon at Tampn Bay

National Liguidators, abo it liquidation company based in Fort Lauderdale, is now in costody
of the ship as a substitute custbdian for the marshals. _ ' .

The arrest, resulting from a ﬁd;tition by the ship's crew, is over alleged unpaid wages.

Calls to Oeepn's 21 LLC, owner of the ship, were pending return.

The dispute was supposedly sésrtled Tast month when Ocean's 21 agread to pay $230,000 in back
wages to the ship's crew. It's unclear whether that payment was made as promised or if the latest
chatges reflect unpaid wages gince late September. _ '

Casino Royalehasa checkered paét, having been errested and sold at auction last year in Fort
Landerdale. That dispute wasalso over crew wages, said Mark Browne, spokegman for National
Liguidators. It was then knowhn as 8t. Tropez. Co ' _

The 397-foot ship wag suppos!ad to be outfitted as a floating casino and was nearly réady for
operations, Browhe said. But this latest snag thieatens to sink the operation before it statts.

 Ythe ship's owners and the erew cannot work onta satisfactory settlement in federal court, the
judge can otder the ship to agpin be sold at auction to the highest bidder. Either way, the ship -
probably won't be on the watera any tine soon. : : :

Browne said disputes lile this usually take three to four months minimum to resolve.
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Cruise $hip.§"arres_ted" in dispute over un>&aid wages

Tampa, Florida -i The cruise ship Casino Royale was "arresE==d" by the U.S.
Marshals Office #nday in_a suit empioyees bmught to recowr<r back wages
totalling more thah $230,000.

!
i

U.8. District Cou;‘t in Tampa ordered National Maritime ServEc=e=s Inc. to take
charge of the ship, which will remain in its berth at the Port of “E ampa until the
dispulte is resolvéd said NMS spokesman Mark Brown

There are only 19 employees still aboard the 400-ton cruise shTig . That nuimber

- _may decline if NMS.determines fewer hands are necessary T3 maintain the . -

- vessel, he said.

The owner of thq ship, Ocean’s 21 LLC of Trasure Island, nowss Hhas fo tell the
court how it plan;iia to pay the back wages. If it fails to, or the <=2 ur disagrees,
the ship could be_;i sold at auction and thé prdceeds used to paicd ¥Ehe debt.

Ocean's 21 LLe brought the ship to Tampa for repairs last April . and hoped to
operate a ﬂoatmg casing in the Gulf of Mexico outside of wates r=s regulated by

the state of Florida,

Attemnpts by Tampa Bay's 10 News to get comment from Oe«z=ezan's 12 LL.C

were not successful.




